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Conducting:,llternrtive Assessnr e n ts

The Regrrlattons here are made by the Senate oIthe trVavanrb;r lJniversity olSri [.anka

based on the [Jniversity Grant Comrnission Circular No I112020 dated 01" of
December, 2020 and shall rernain effcctive until lhe same Commission Circular is

revoked or replaced.

Referen ce to Regulation

This regulation should be cited as the Provision for Conducting,{lternative

A.ssessments No X.X of 2021, effective from XX.XX.2021.



Procedure for Adopting Guidelines for Conducting
Alternative Assessments in Universities and HEIs

Applicability

The procedures defined herein shall be applicable to formative and
summative assessments that are conducted as alternative assessments
in the Wayantba University of Sri Lanka under the conditions stipulated
in the University Grant Commission Circular ll/2020.

Procedure

1.1 lndividual Faculry Boards shall approve a
jusfification for the need for conducting alternative
assessments considering prevailing conditions that
are covered under the University Grant Commission
Circular 1l/2020.

Individual Faculry Boards shall approvc a timetable
for relevant summarive assessments to bc conducted
as alternarive assessments giving sufficient tine ibr
candidates to prepare for any new evaluation
formats.
lndividual Ivlodule coordinators shall prepare
Docurnentations of Change of Assessment Plans
consisting:

1. Approved Module Syllabus Sheet
2. Existing Regular Assessnrent plan ba.sed the

approved syllabus including tbrrnats, time
limits, mark d istributions.

3. Proposed Alternative A.s.sessment plan
prcparcd by lbllowing the guirlc.lines given in
the Universiry (ir;rnt Conrmission Circular
I I /2020.1t shall include proJrosed alternative
assessment tbrn)ats, tinlc linlit-s, and nrark
distribution.

4- _Sta-tcrnent o[ Plarr for Mitigation of

lustification for Need

for Alterna tive
Assessmen Ls and

Timetablo for
Surnmative

A.ssessments

Documentation of
Change of
Assessments Plan.s
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1.4

t.3

1.5

f-aculr.v Boards shall delibcrare Proposed Alternarive i F.rcLrity Board
Assessments Plans along with ,statement of Plan tbr i Deliberation and

Poten ti a I Prob lenrs th:r I Lr ricflr,, ti esc ri b e,rny
actions to be taken to minimizL. pot.nti.ll
problems associated with the relevant
alterna tive assessnr en t m eth 0ds.

and shall channei the Docltntentation through
relevant Heads of Departments for the Faculw Br:ard
approval.

jvlitigation of Potential Problems and approve the
Documentation with or without amendments fbr
conducting alternative assessments for the particular
se m ester.

Approved Alternative Assessment l)lans shall rcmarn
valid only for the particular .semc.ster that the
approval has been granted by the Facully Board ior.

The same alternatiye assessments shall NOT be used I

in subsequent semesters unless a nelv approval is
granted by the Faculry Board.
The Senate ratjfication of Conducting Alternative
AssessmenLs shall be granted through the ratification
of relevanr Faculty Board Minutes provided that the
minutes of the Faculry tsoards include all the
necessary documentary evidence for the steps 1.1,
1.2, and l.ll.

Candidatcs shali be properly irrformcd o[ the
approved Alternativc As.scs.sn)ent Plan in advance
wifh thc details necessary for preparation tbr
a I terna ti ve as.sess m en t.s.

,\lternal.ive asscs-stnents shall be contluctcd
according to the Faculty lioard-approved i\lternative l

Assessnrcnt ['lan along !vith appropriarc involvcrncnt
olsccond examiners anrl any scrutiny boar(ls.

Any rclcvant evrdence ol r\lternativc As.sessnlcnts
nrust be preserverl lbr the prcscribed periotl unrlcr
th" q.qa49111! t,"l!l4l

1.6

Period of Validity for
Alternative
Assess nr en t. Plan

Approval of Senate
through Ratification of
Faculty Board Minutes

Infbrnring 0a n didates,
Conducting
t\lternativc
Asses.sments, and
Prese rving Evidence

t.7
oll

Corrcspon d ing Ilt'sult IJoartls shall be conrluctetl
!crgl4g !g llyqlegrrl.rr prr.rr.orlu rcs

Scrrr Iir riz.r I iorr,
Ilcctili(:ittir) t), .1n(l

I l,

Approval of
Alternative
Asses-sment Plan

J
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Issua ncc of ResultsAny anomalies of resuits shall be scrutinized fbr
possibilities of examination fraud and rectified as
decided by Dean and IIcads of Departnrents before
the final resu lts a rova I

Lt] Final results sha I tabled for Senate a pproval R:r tific:r tio n oi Resultslbe
gu lar tl Se n lteaccordin to the re roccd ures

il



Appendix

Commission Circular 1l /2020: GLridelines tbr CondLrcting

Alternative Assessments in Univer.sities and flEIs



Cuidelines for Conducting .Alternative .Assessments in UniEersities and HEIs.

University Grants Commission [iJGC) has discussecl tte importance of conCuctjng
,q.lternative Assessment at various forums inclutiing the sub conrmittee on presiclential
Task Force (PTF) for Iligher E.lucarion and thc cornr.ittee ofthe yice-chanceflors and the
Dire$ors (CvcD),eualicy Assur.ance Council [QAC/UCC). Based on these discussions. the
UGC- has formulirEed the foirorving gurderines ro bc ;rdopted by rhe st,te universit,cs ro
inrpiement Thcse altcrnativc methods of ussursr.ni. have been adopted globa y
especially thc rrcnd ha',- been inc!"eased significantly during the covid-19 pandemiiperroi
due to rhe inability of holdinB face to face closcd book writtin examinanons.

1. Ceneral Cuidclincs for Conducting Altcrnr!r,./e Assr.ssments (Atrached]
2. Spccific Uuidelines for 0nline .{ssessmenrs aAttsched)

'rhe univcrsiry (iranrs comrlission [l,cc) cxpecB ihe universiries to adhere ro aForesai.J
guidelines in order to contirue ,,ryith the acrdernrc 2ctiviries in rhe uniyersities wiihout

tr N I r,IttsITY GR.\.\'t s (-o]tivlISSION

coMM|SSTON CtRCUI.AR NO.11/2 02 0 No. 20. lVard PIace.
Colombo 07.

L-3lDccenrbcr,2ozrt
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[_l n ivcrsity Grlnts Comnris,sion

Cclrera I Cuidelines for Conducl ing r\.ltern ativc Assessnren ts

Asscssmeot is the most impononr singre cornponent thrt serves as u k)or rvhich rnakes

s(udcnrs learn in anv cducarion svstcm. rriditionallv, in Sri L.nka, closcd book rvrirten

eranrination is being practiced in schooJs ontr IlEls rs rlre rnain mode ofevaluarion. This type

oievaluation has manv shonc.rnings und rvt:rrti over educnriLlnar instirutcs rre resorrrng to

other types of aulhentic altcrnative cvrluations to assess. rvhether thc jtudents havc achieved

the iltendcd cour.se learning outcomes. Ihis rrend has drasticailv increased during the covirl-
19 pandcmiu pcrir:d due to rhc inabiliry o[ hording face ro facc closed book wrinen

exarnina!ions.

l.lniversi(y cranrs cornnrissicn (ticc) has discus.scd rhis issue dt v,lrious tbrunrs incluiling

the Presidenrial r,sk Forcc (l''l F) on sub Cornrninec fi;r I{igher Eclucatio. and the

Committee of rhe Vicc-Chanccllors and the Direcrors (CVCD). Qualiry tusurance

council/(QAC/UGC), Based on rhcse discussions, rhe ucC has fbn,ulated rhe lbllolving
guidelincs to bc adoptcd bv trrc Srate Universities to implement alreroarivc evah:ation

methods to assess rhe achievcmcnt of intended course learntng ourconres bv the studcnts.

l. Thc universir,v Grants comnrissic'n (UCC) expects rhe l.inivcrsiries to corrrinue *,irh

the acadernic aqtivities in the Universitics rvithoul much dela.u.

2. Decision to hold eithcr altcmativc eraminatiors rlr on-silc 1,car-cnrl cxaminations as

opposed to semester-end cxaminations. or rmnrganrared sxaminatioos expccting rhe

situation in the c.untry ro ir)lpro'e shal be tilken b1, thc individLrar Faculty BoarLrs.

i. Horvever, il tire Facult-v B,ards decide to c()rducr arternarive asscssrncn., to rneasure

studenr achisvement instcad o| crosct'r book rvrittcn exanrina(ions, thcre are manv

possiLrilities. Some of the authe,aic arternurivc assessmcnrs incrude: open book

cxarninations, 'fake home cxarninarions, studenr porrforios, per[onnance Tests.

Erarninations via zoom, onrine euizzes, 'l'irncd quizzr:s. onrine c,rrup and indivrtruar

l)rcsct)llttions. Online Dt'barcs, Tintc h,_,uld cranrrrrarions. \lini-l,roJccts. Rellcclive

.l.urnals, (lol la borlt ive,r(. oopcrari'c lcunr-bascd i\ss-cssmcrrrs. I)articipatrrrr Co,

crcati.ns. Onlinc Viva an. Onlinc ,rc.Jc,tJti.,s, p*rct,red crunrinari,trs. Scif lnd
peer asscsslllctlts, e-portlbli.s, pr.jcct h:rscd assiunntc,ls rnii prcs.,nlati.ns, [)csi,ln

llu',lr

I



projects, case ltudies, Practic,i e\a,ninutions brscd on prescrrtarions bein.e done via

zoom. elc.

'1. lhe rype of alrernarive craluari.. merhod fbr bor[ fbrmalivc and sumrnative

irssessments tlcpend on the subject malter and the level of the course. Therefore. the

trr'pe of alernative assessrDent kr bc intrrxluced firr a particurar coLrrse shouid be

decidcd b1" thc individuai Faculty Boartls and Senates of rhc univcrsides.

5. All such alternative a.ssessmcnt mcthtlds rnust ,reet the same leaming outcomes

exp€cted tio,n thc rcspective course uniumodulc'as per the approved curriculum o[
the progrsmme.

6. 'lhe Foculty Boards aad Senares may change the weightages given tbr assessmenr

cornponents olcoLrrse uniLvmodules: For exarnplc, Continuous Assessment marks can

be increased up to 60% of rhe toral and the Finar Examination rnark can be reducEd to

not less than 4t)vo of the rotol with due approval frorn rhe statutorv. Bodies *ithin the

[-'nivclsit."'-.

7. Any ,Jhanges ro the assessment critoria should be iufbrmcd to ths studcnts in advance

nd the .studeirrs musr bc alvarded the gra<Jc they earn rhrough rhe revisetl schcmc irf
a.sscssmant for cach oourse unir/rnodulc.

8. studcnts shculd be given strlTicient rimc t, ad.just to thc new evaluation rormnts and

the), should be treared rhirly rvhile rnainraining rhc qualitv and sta,rdarrls of such

assessmcn! tasks and ourcortcs,

t). when studc*ts subrnir responses kr.nline rsscssmcnts. he/'she nrust sign and agree to

an academic integrily declamtion of the respecrive LJniversitics a,rj confinn thc rvork

is his;her own. and hgshc has not communiclrtu(t rvith any pcrson. pers(lns or
t,rganizltiorr ,rbout the assessnrent bcfbrc thc submission rleadlinc.

10. ln casc it srudcnt is unwrlling to lalc part in rhe propersed alternarive asscsstncnr

rnethod, tlrc Llniversity nray air.w rhc shrde,r .n deilr rhc rctluirerl assessnrents up

unti! thc inrrncrliate next ser)cster/rc.dern ic yc.r and crrrnprctc the coursc univin.dure
(n:-s[c (il il is;rpplicable) rvirh(rut itn\ ucadcrnii 1^-n lt-v.

l,l,.r\r



Un iver.^itl.. Clrun ls Conrm ission

Specific G uir.lclines lirr C)nline Asscssnr ents

online Asscssrrrc'nt ilr'olves the usc or' intcrner-bascd tft)ls tbr rhe crcarion, .storage and

delivery of assessmcnrs ro caodidarss. lhc captulc. rnarking. storaqe l.ti anulvsis of-rhcir

responses. and thc provision of lbcdback irod cnct:uraging lcirrning.'lhe general principles

that applv ro the se',ing of face-tt>tace rssessnle,r arso appiy to rhc sctting of oniine

assessment. ln ordcr to iacililatc succcsslirl online rssessmenr duc attcntion has to be paid to

lhc follorving:

L lvlaking required modificarions in policies, by-larvs and regulatiorrs pertaining to:

- lC'l'usc for assessrnent

- Acccss to devices and the internet by strtTal1d srudents

- Elecrronic securir-v measures intbrmation integrity. valitlity and data proteclion

- Ethical and legal standards ftrr e-assessnrenl

Wcightage assigned to furrnrative and sutnrnativc assessmerts.

- Protection against academic fraud

- llolding alternate cxams rvhen a studcnt could 
'()t complete the cxaminations for

justiliable reasons.

Ploass note that prioritizing formitil.e (i,l-collrse) t\stssmcnr is a g()orl practicc

because fre(luent tnd diverse low-stakes formalivc assessmenfs, snch as quizzes helps

students fanriliarize themselves to online assessnrsnt rnethods increases srudent

cngagement which in rurn irnproves learning and helps students ro gain confidencc

and prevenrs them Aonr thlling behirrd.

It is importirnt to clearly cornmunicltc thc ti)llowing t(.) the studcnts:

- Exarrrirration schedule. rnodes (Opcnr,Closc book), Durarion, Iypes of qucstions

(VCQ, SE. Essa_v). # atternprs ellorrcrJ.

- l'cntative tinrc ofrclcasing rc:'irrts/ pr(,viding fec(lback proccdrrre lo be firllorved

to 3ccess rcsults.

- ProcerJuro or the corrtact pcrson rn cuse of lcchnical r.liiliculric.s rluring

cxarttinllitlrr.s.

3lPJq,-



? Ensuring thct rhc avairabre rechni.ar inriasrructure an,,l op*rating sy.-tems has suf]icieni
coverase and arignr:rent with rhe iii*ercnt e-sscssment methods cornpry rvith the ethicar
and regri requirerncnrs suitabre for ail rearncr protires regurarlJ upaated and tested prior
to use pr,vidc access for sturicnts lnd stafr to devices and technorogies ihar are
apprupriate ,br rhc selting wirhin which rhey are situale,J. z\bic ro accommodate large
nurnbcrs of students submittinu tssittnrncnts simultanec,uslv

Ensuring availabiliry of sufficient numbers r>f wer-trained, technicar supporr stalr capabre
of managing online assessments and overcoming emergency .;iluatioos such as incorrecr
online assessment tool settings. outage of Linivcrsity andlor.xterral seners during online
assessments.

6

1 L-nsuring tirnel;- provisi,u .r'r'equircd support fbr using e-assessmcnr prarform bv learners
and tcach ing :,-ta fli

Provision ofsulficient training on the use of lc.l- tools to Staffand studenrs

Making the' stat'arvore of avairable onrinc asseJsflrenr r)cirities, rures and regurations,
sound assessrnent practices and use ol araitable online essessment applications.

Provision ofadequlle guidancc to studexLt on onlil|e assessments and academic integity.

I Rcquesring rrrc' acadernic stalJ' ro consider the rbrorvinq wrren dcsigning onrine
assessmcnt:i

Design nssessrnenc tasks of c ch coursc lbcusing on rhc intcndccl lea*irrg outconres
(lLO), and the teaching learning acrivities ol thc rcspcctivc course (Construcrive
alignment).

i *cvisit cach coursc rlos to chcck rvrrcthcr rhcy can be assessed onrir)e. Ifthcy ilrc
l(lo c()rnplrcirted duc to rar.qcrirq irr highcr lcvels of lcarrring. Jnd dil]]cult to bc
succcsslullr, ;rsscssed onlinc. srnrplili thc ILO ir), Jislniegriring it to rclevanr sub-
Il os rhrt rogcthcr !vi, cnabrc onrrrre us-scssmcr)t of thc conrpricared ,-o. anrr dcsiun
asscssmclll lilsks lbcusing on thc sutr_lt.Os.

z Assign arrpropriatc rveigrrtagc trr r,rrilidt'rl .sscssrn!-nr tlsks ur:nsitr,:ring rrtc timc

7

spenl on lcurling lctivilics,rrrtl

rcslcctilr. ll(),i.
thc nltulc rrl lr..lrnrrrg ircli\ilics ,Jcrhining t()
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,? i-l!inc Jiili'rr11r t\lt('s ,)l qUt:;lt()ns ta, il:,!rss tltc itilittcvcnrctrt (,i a.lc,t lL.() i.; J good

prxcir(c

> AssEssmenl tasks shtruid b'., vali(i, rcliablc. iair arrd pmc:icahlc.
.> 

Oniine assessrnent instructions and qucstiol ..ror<iine should bt,.:lear, concisc lnd tice

fronr ambigurty

> Asscssment ruhlicV lvlarkinu schr.rnc llr each asrscssment task shorrlcl be prepared

whcn design ing thc assessrncnts.

) Selccr Svnchronous(real-tinre) or ;\synchronous approach lbr .lifferent assesstnent

tasks. Syuchronous ilssessmenr requires good internet trcilitics and good time

rnanagemdnt. lf Synchronous approach is deemed necessrry. options Such as

designated gsngsl5 rvith good internet facilities rvherc stutlents can sit tbr their

c\amirjatiuns, should bc nrade availaL\le lbr srudenB rviCrout access Io good internet

lrcililies.

) Selecr appropriato modc (Opcni'Closed book) o t'adnr in istration.

) Allocate adequate tirne lor cvery assessmenl task used lbr in-coursc and end-semester

cxaminations. Provision for 'reasonable adjustments' to accornmoCate students with

special needs (in terms of accessibility, connectivity ctc.) should be considered.

) Prepare on-line assessment plan for each course. An example is given below:

! Clcarly communicate the oxpectctions rcgarding assessmeot. including criteria flor

grnding, lo snrdenls. idcall-v ct thc hc,ginning ol'the c(iursr.

) Ensure provision ol Iirncll, ,rnd qualirl, l'eedback to sturjcor:r rcgarding their

perfblmancc aftcr the conrpletion olassessrnenr usUs.

! Present the prcpared asscssnlcnt schcdule lor scrutiny board rc, chcck tbr validrty,

rcliability. ihilncss and pracricabilirl.

5lP.tgr,



Polcntial problems nssocirtcd wirh onlinc issessnrcrr ,.nd appro:rches for miuimizing:

[. C]ontext under-representation (Ct,) irnd construcr-irclcvant variance (CIV), can he

avoided using constructive alignmenr.

2. lVlistakes irr passrng sc()re derent)inati0n.

i. 'rl:reirt to intcgrit)' ol assessmenrs artribuccd ro s\anination securirl, and cheating b1

students:

a). Cheating bv students can take place in manv wavs including the tbllowine:

- Access to Notes in closed book examinations.

- Use of rvebcams based onlinc proctoring r' Iockdown browsersr can be used to

minimize the impacl but cosrty

- Encouragirrg honest-v anlong studcnts, and reminding about acadernic inlcgrity

policy and making them tLr agrce to ir

- Clear comruunication regarding cutconres and cxpecterl pertbrmance also helps

- Open-book examinations is a lhr bettcr choice.

b). lrnpersonatkrn - Ensuring rvhether the pcrson rvho ,ttempled the examination is

cructlv the :;ame person. is a challenge.

'fhis can be minimized if rhc sludenrs are askeij to kccp thcir rvebcarn on throughout

such exams. and an examinart-.n i,vieilator is observing lhe studerrr remotely (online
procttlring).

c). Plagiarism - snrdent coprving content from oocrs or in(r:rnet sources is an ilcreasing

concern. Technical stratcgics to dcter copving lionr othcr.s include ralrdomizirrg questions,

shulfling qucsriorr and options ortic.r. linririnq thc :.rurnbcr r)f artcmpts, lirniring fhe tinrc

for tcsts and det'erring f,utornate(l teedbilck Crrpring liom lntrrncr iourccs lnLl oth!.rs can

bc modcralcd b.v the lse ofplagiaristn (lctr,cti(1n s,,,tirvarc (lirnritin) ln rhe abscncc rtf rhis

option. rhc recorrrrrrcndcd lpproach is r!) prcparc qrcsrior:s rvhich test irighcr ordcr skils
rvith thc usc ol secrrarros,'casc stLrdies " pr,.rhlern solritrg slills. Lockilorvn lrr0rrscrs (thal

prcvenls stUdctrl liorn ltrintilrg. cQpyrnr.:. r.l()ing t(r anothcr URL, 0r. acccssrng crlher

applicati,rrs during J test) can t'c ln,ther s.lution rvhcrc.nc is not pcrmitLetJ to u)p,r, le)it
liont othr:l lrrltions.

blr'jj.,



\Tuiir-t:: l.iii::t.t JirltrL,ii., t !ll,llr,i ('rlU-r. .1,-] -..j.):]lrtitl,, :rr .,r,\ai:iiii!.iilr .'lr,!t,.:il

.', lllr:ru1i:\' \ Jr\ a .c rn :-r't .l'

a .-\cic'ssrlrilit;' lo (,rlilrc itssc:'\il,Jlt ,Jl,: r,-, in:r,ici;uaci, ol l( l lnll.ilstrlr{ttur.,

5l'ir.irr.irt'lr'lrt, r:cl t',,1.r,. t... j(

: I t t ,', :.rr']Irir,.,, .'r'rlj( (. . ,

. i:onrl)jtcI rrring rkriis lir)iliicLitrJiJ r.,i_.rrrl skrlls. lacli ol. ljntj iar-itr ,,r.iih ;cltarn

tPpli.at i0n sJ

d. Dcv rc<s uscrl

I I)epcrding i), thc ilarLrrc !]r rirc .\i1i;lirilrrrrn. ihr rrcirTrnrc.iJcd dcr.icc r'or

cng;iging t]le i\ill1inilt rrin !lit\'\i)r-\

Il. If sr.nts .\t.deitts rlo .o: lta\.e a.Jccs.\ :o lliproyr,, i.lesi,tcp c.ntpuLc's. bu( cni.r rrr

mc.bile dcviccs suclt l_s s.ri'-i l)I.tonc:i. lllc ir.tierJctiarI ip,rc(: (i c scrccrr si:.e) rs

limitcd. Expect t(.' r\pe (la:(riptilc insr,ars ir..,:ltes dispa.i:-r,.rr.itone rhe stride.rs.

IIl. r\ rrorc suilablc intcraclit); n.:cct:a:lisni *,ouiii hrc io usc N{C() / drag and drop,r

nra lc h in.s.

c. Cotrncct ivilY

lntcrnet (Dau) corn!'crivitv rrirhin ihe cou.rr\, is nor unifonr. pockets ot'arras rvhich

ha'c no covcrlge liorn tcleconr pro'icers crist. -l'herc 
are instances srudenrs requiring

to go to ao opcn area fbr l ternet conncctlvity. ln such situatiols co tinuous

co,locclivitv can be challcnging lbl the condrrcl of krng rlurrtion cxanrialtioos.

,\lrernate srftrregies srch as perrnirtirrg ro tlorvnloarl cxrminxtio,s and submit after
corn plelion nra_vbe more suiiable.

Elcctrici ly rclrtcrl issucs

Porver lirilrrrss are comnron occurcnces i. Sri Lanka and oftcn the n:surnpaion rakes

ti,re l]nlcss * sruclenr has ir rnobilc,'portabrc device tbr artenrpring the cxerni,ration

f,nd uDinrorruptcd intcrrct corlflcer'itr'(.srrch ls via ;r Up-t or \,robilc llouroillorspot)

expecting sludcnts lo lnsuer rilred clatnrs such as r)l' l_-.-holtr duration rnay a l.fL,ct

s<lrne of lhcrn. strirtesi!'s srrch as t.rku-hur:re rsignrnents rvrth a l4-hour sLrbrnissiorr

win,lorv can hc ;rdoptetl.

[Ilrdr'lrr/S,fl'irrc issucs ticpc,dirru r)t] thc hitr(iwitc/'solirvarr. sct,p on thc

pelsr>rml ilc'iccr. sol c cornr)rirers mrr h.rc pcrrb.rrrir.ce is.rLrcs ..\rthorrc.h rarr'.

st,)llrvlrc issucs;rs $'cll ;rs fOnll'lt((.r.t)trl\\i[( fclittc(l is5uc\ ctrrr illl'ct't thc c(nnnUtcrs.

TlPrg,l
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I.lndcr such situations that ale ber-ond rhc control ol'jtudents. sonc- rtudcnts olay not be

able to complctc the examinations.

Appropriale procedurcs shauld be in place to pcrmir thenl ro sublnit d€tails L-\t'extenuating

ctrcumsttrnces. and to hold altemete exams and/or provrde attelnpls to re-sit at a llture

exaDllnalton

)

d f -) .".


